I$ [Bull. B.O.C. 1979: 99(1)] 


Neossoptile distribution patterns of only 5 species of Thraupinae have 
been described (Table 3). Only 4 pterylae (coronal, occipital, scapular and 
spinal) are always present; they are all found on the upper parts. The occipital 
tract only has a constant number of 4/4 neossoptiles. Neossoptile numbers 
for wing and leg pterylae are extremely variable throughout the 5 species. 
This variability is found also in the natal down pattern of Tersininae, e.g. 
Tersina viridis (Collins 1973) and of other Emberizinae, e.g. Sicalis flaveola 
and Třaris olivacea (Harrison 1974), Sporophila finches (Collins & Kemp 1976) 
and Paroaria gularis (Collins & Bender 1977). 

With regard to this extreme variability within the natal pterylosis, the 
neossoptile distribution pattern may prove to be a taxonomic character of 
limited utility. Only more extensive data on the natal pterylosis of neotropical 
passerines may reveal any real value in establishing taxonomic relationships. 


Acknowledgements: I wish to thank Dr. C. T. Collins (California State University, U.S.A.) 
for commenting on this paper. 
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Morphometry, wing loading and food of 
western Darfur birds 


by R T. Wilson e D. M. Ball 


Received 29 June 1978 


Darfur is known ornithologically only from the pioneering work of Admiral 
Lynes (Lynes 1924-1925) andsome minot publications by Madden (1934, 1935, 
1946). Later books with references to Darfur draw, apparently in entirety, 
from Lynes (Cave & MacDonald 1955, Mackworth-Praed & Grant 1960). 
The opportunity presented by an 18 months stay in western Darfur was 
taken advantage of and an effort has been made to monitor changes in the 
environment, the distribution and the seasonality of the avifauna which 
have taken place in the last 60 years. Full results have not yet been analysed. 
This preliminary note presents some physical data and information on food 
for a number of Darfur birds. Nomenclature generally follows that of White 
(1961-1965). 

In Table 1, linear measurements are all in millimetres, wing area in square 
centimetres, weights in grams. Wing area was calculated from a drawn 
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outline of one wing either by counting squares on graph paper or by using 
a gravimetric method, the resulting figure being doubled to obtain total wing 
area: wing loading, expressed as g/cm?, was determined as the net weight 
divided by the wing area. Where parametric data for a number of individuals 
of a species are available they are presented as the mean + standard deviation 
and extremes of range. All data refer to adult, non-breeding birds, unless 
otherwise stated. 
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A further note on the status of Monticola pretoriae 
Gunning & Roberts, 1911 


by T. Farkas 
Received 14 July 1978 


In his remarks on Monticola pretoriae, Clancey (1968) stated that this species is 
simply a well-marked race of Monticola brevipes. It seems that his opinion has 
been taken over without further examination of the available material, even 
by Hall & Moreau (1970). 

The fact that Af. brevipes shows a well-marked seasonal dimorphism, the 
different stages of which had earlier been misconstrued by Sclater (1930) as 
morphs, was first described in detail by Farkas (1962), but Clancey evidently 
overlooked this paper. Later, in a paper on M. pretoriae (Farkas 1966), I 
chose the lack of seasonal dimorphism in pretoriae as the main evidence for 
the reinstatement of it as a good species; this also Clancey appears not to 
have taken into account. 

Clancey (1968) describes 2 male ‘intergrades’, though it is not clear why 
he regards these specimens as such, nor is it stated at what time of year 
they were collected. Certainly, as Clancey describes, the 2 specimens show 
some white colour on their heads, concealed by blue-grey apices; but this 
only qualifies them, together with a third specimen from Kosterfontein in 
Western Transvaal, as adult males of M. brevipes in different stages of their 
eclipse plumage. The dry Griqualand West and adjoining areas of the Orange 
Free State are, in any case, outside the range of M. pretoriae as there is no 
suitable habitat in that area. 


